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A Moment for Reflection… 
 This year was the year of Oak Grove’s 10-year re-accreditation 
with Connecticut Association of Independent Schools (CAIS). As we near 
the end of this very lengthy and strenuous process, I would like to 
express my gratitude for the support and hard work that so many put 
into this incredibly important process.  The entire staff at Oak Grove 
rose to the occasion, put in so much extra work and showcased our 
programs, our curriculum and our community with their commitment 
to Oak Grove and their commitment to their students and to Montessori 
education. I am so proud of all that we do. This process helped to see 
everything so clearly and to truly understand that it takes the entire 
staff to do what we do. Thank you. I am proud to lead this incredible 
team. I am proud my children are Oak Grove graduates, and I am excited 
for the future of Oak Grove.  
 The CAIS Visiting Committee was at Oak Grove for four days last 
week. They will now write their report and submit the report to the 
CAIS Commission on Accreditation. The Commission will vote to accept 
the report and to re-accredit Oak Grove at their next quarterly meeting, 
at the end of May. We will get the final word soon after that. 
 The final part of the Self Study, written prior to the accreditation 
visiting committee’s visit, but after the completion of the Self-Study, is 
called the Self-Study Part II: Reflection. I am happy to share with you my 
Self-Study Part II. (on the following page) If anyone has any questions 
about the accreditation, please do not hesitate to come and ask. Again, a 
huge thank you to the staff, the board and many parents who were 
called on to help! 

Upcoming Events… 
 

  Mon May 7 - Muffin 
Monday right after morning 
drop off 
 

  Thurs May 10 6:00pm     
9-12 classroom History Fair 
 

  Sat May 12 6:00 - Annual 
OGMS Gala and Auction - 
Horizons South Windham 
 

  May 17-19 - Senior Trip 
 

  Fri June 1 - OGMS Special 
Person's Day 2:00-3:00pm 
 

  Fri June 1 - OGMS Spring 
Music Concert 5:30pm 
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Oak Grove Montessori School CAIS Self-Study Part II: Reflections 
 

Oak Grove Montessori School understands and respects the CAIS Accreditation Self-Study, as 

well as the entire accreditation process. While it is a lot of work, it is also a very powerful reminder of 

why we are here. The accreditation self-study process is an opportunity for us to reflect upon our 

alignment with the school's mission and vision and to question, explore, illuminate and attune the 

educational and social experiences at Oak Grove. This self-study is more than a check list of 

compliances. It is a process that engages the school community, bringing together to affirm its mission, 

identify areas of strengths and weaknesses. It is a time to recognize the hard work and all that has been 

accomplished over the past ten years, and to lay the plans for the needed changes and improvements 

for the future. It is not just assurance of quality now, but it is a powerful vehicle for ongoing school 

enhancement. 
  

This process mandates many people coming together, leaving their egos and personal agendas 

at the door, and working to solidify the future of the school. Many things change over a ten-year period. 

These things are both internal and external. As we examine closely the internal findings of the self-

study of our school, it is imperative to realize that it is the larger, and more global, external changes 

that must be known, understood, and incorporated into all planning. It is the lack of acknowledging 

these external changes that can be the demise of even an amazing school.  
 

Influenced by these global external changes, parent’s needs, expectations, fears and anxieties 

continue to change. How do parents define safety? How do parents define success? How is technology 

and social media changing how children, teens and adults communicate? How do we receive 

information, and how much more access do we have to so much more information? These are the 

external global changes that are molding the parents of today. These are the external global changes 

that need to be seen, heard, understood and responded to in our small schools. We do not need to 

change our pedagogy, but we do need to recognize that these global changes need to be met for our 

schools to stay relevant.  
 

As the Board of Trustees of Oak Grove Montessori School begins the next strategic planning 

process, it is so important that these external global changes are at the forefront of all discussions and 

planning. The Board's strategic plan will include closely examining the viability and possibility of 

growing Oak Grove Montessori School to include a toddler program and a middle school program. Both 

additions would bring exciting growth to the school, as well as challenges. The strategic plan will also 

look closely at our current staffing needs, as well as how we attract and take care of faculty and staff. 

The financial viability and sustainability will be the back drop of this planning. This will include a close 

look at Oak Grove's Development Plan and how to continue to expand and grow the fundraising efforts.  
 

What is the value of our school and our programming?  The value of our school and our 

programming must relate back to the external global factors that are influencing parents. The strategic 

plan must help to showcase the value of our school by recognizing the changing needs of parents. 
            Continued on next page 



 

Research is clearly showing that the dollar spent on early child education is the dollar better spent. 

These dollars spent on early education lay the foundation for a child to grow, learn, and thrive in this 

uncertain and constantly changing world. We cannot even imagine what the world will look like when 

today's toddlers enter high school and college. This we know for sure. This knowledge must guide us in 

how we create value to our school and programming. 
 

The staff, faculty and the programming add incredible value to the social, emotional and 

academic safety and development of the students. We must also stay current and with a deep 

understanding of the physical safety issues that relate to our school. It is imperative that we stay 

current and knowledgeable in new recommendations and practices. Our Crisis Management Plan must 

be reviewed and revised as new research, reports and protocol become available. An investment in 

training on new protocol and practices must be budgeted for and prioritized.  
 

To meet the future goals of Oak Grove Montessori School we must continue to invest the time 

and the resources in great leadership. The success of the Board of Trustees will be amplified the more 

we can diversify its membership. Having a group of highly motivated, emotionally and financially 

committed Board members, that come from a cross section of our larger community, will give us the 

deepest and clearest understanding of where we need to go and how we will get there. 
 

The past ten years have given the foundation of Oak Grove Montessori School the needed 

strength and depth. The next ten years of Oak Grove Montessori School will continue to showcase the 

trailblazing, positive impact a small school can have.  
 

Again, my thanks and gratitude to the entire Oak Grove community for the support and help 
during this very important accreditation process. 

Oak Grove Annual Gala and Auction 
May 12, 2018 

 

So Happy Together! 
 

The auction is two weeks away! We need everyone’s help to make this event the success it needs to be! 
Buy your tickets! Bring friends and family and come enjoy a very fun and important night! For those of 
you who have never been to an Oak Grove auction, please know that it is relaxed, fun, funny, and as 
casual or as formal (dress) as you want. Some people dress up, some people dress down, and some 
people dress embracing the theme (60’s and 70’s). This night is a night to celebrate our community. The 
auction committee is working in fourth gear right now getting everything ready. It is because of this 
group of people that this event happens every year! Thank you! Beth Gnazzo, Sherry D’Alessandro, 
Emily Schutte, Magdalene Skretta, and Cindy Henry.  
We all promise it will be a fun night! Please, come to the auction and show your commitment for our 
community and for Oak Grove.  
We will be selling tickets to the auction and raffle tickets in the school lobby over the next few days! 

Stop by the table and look at the amazing classroom projects that will be raffled off, and get a 
sneak peek at a few auction items! 

  


