
 
 

Natchaug River Values Survey 

Mansfield Hollow Lake is in the Natchaug River watershed. It has a drainage basin of 163 square miles. It 

includes the Natchaug, Mount Hope and Fenton Rivers. The watershed drainage area is located in the 

towns of Ashford, Chaplin, Eastford, Hampton, Mansfield, Union, Willington and Woodstock. The 

Fenton, Mount Hope and Natchaug Rivers all come together at Mansfield Hollow Lake, a flood control 

project managed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

On a scale of one to five, please rank the importance to you of the following features of the Natchaug 

watershed. 

1 = Very Important 

2 = Moderately important 

3 = Neutral 

4 = Somewhat not important 

5 = Not important 

 

____ The Natchaug River is managed as a Trout Park. 

____ The Natchaug, Fenton and Mount Hope Rivers attract fishermen and other eco-tourists to the 

region.  

____ Area campgrounds with water frontage support summer tourism. 

____ Lakes and ponds are safe for recreation because of low bacteria levels and lack of algae 

blooms. 

____ Public boat access to lakes and ponds provide access to resources with clean water and healthy 

fish habitats. 

____ Residential development with water frontage typically appraise at a higher value than similar 

homes that lack waterfront access.  

____ Adequate stream flow throughout the year supports healthy fish habitat. 

____ Native trout populations become stressed when stream water temperature goes above 68 ° F 

in summer.  

____ Stormwater runoff is the largest source of water pollution in the Natchaug River watershed. 

____ Naturally vegetated buffers along rivers help to protect water quality. 

____ The Willimantic Reservoir, downstream of the Mansfield Hollow Dam, supplies drinking water 

to residents and businesses in Willimantic and a portion of abutting Mansfield. 

____ Section 22a‐417 of the Connecticut General Statutes imposes an absolute restriction on the 

discharge of sewage to Class AA reservoirs and their tributaries. All streams above the Willimantic 

Reservoir are upstream of a drinking water supply intake and these rules are apply. 

____ Forests can positively impact the quantity, quality and filtration costs associated with drinking 

water. 



Do you live in the Mansfield Hollow Lake Watershed?  Circle one answer 

Yes                         No                        Don’t know 

What does the phrase “healthy watersheds” mean to you? 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you agree that the Natchaug, Mount Hope and Fenton Rivers are considered a healthy watershed? 

Why or why not?? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you think are the main challenges in these watersheds? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are there any other values that you associate with the Natchaug River or its watershed about which you 

would like to comment? 

 

 

 

 


